Publication of the 

Armenian Missionary Association of America, Inc. 

31 West Century Road, Paramus, NJ 07652 

Noy./Dec. 1998 - Vol. XXXII No. 6 (ISSN 1097-0924) 
Tel. (201) 265-2607, Fax (201) 265-6015 

Editor , E-Mail: AMAAINC@AOL.COM 

Movses B. Janbazian 


| eee 


= 


2 Century Road, Paramus, NJ 
i 4 f the AMAA at 31 West 4 9 9 1 ° 
The new headquarters ° 


Editorial Message 


Great Joy for All People 


by Movses B. Janbazian 


“T bring you good news of a 
great joy which shall be for 
all the people.” (Luke 2:10) 
The Christmas season is a 
joyous time. We look for- 
ward with anticipation to the 
cheerful activities associated 
with this holiday — family re- 
unions, sending and receiv- 
ing Christmas cards, ex- 
changing gifts, shopping for 
presents, caroling, visiting with friends, and 
so forth. 

As Christians we also look forward to re- 
ligious services and spirit-filled moments 
When we can praise God in a special way 
for His gift of His Only Begotten Son. 

While most of us are fortunate to be able 
to have these and other joys of Christmas, 
there are many people for whom this sea- 
son comes as a depressing time. Christmas 
becomes difficult for those who are going 
through trying days in their lives — the 
homeless, the unemployed, the poor, the 
shut-ins, those who are terminally ill, or 
have lost a loved one, or who suffer because 
of broken homes and relationships, or are 
in prison, or have a loved one in jail. 

There are many people among us and around 
us for whom this Christmas comes at a time 
of loneliness, despair, want, and suffering. 

In St. Luke’s account of the birth of Jesus, 


we read that the Angel of the 
Lord told the shepherds: “I 
bring you good news ofa great 
joy which shall be for all the 
people.” (Luke 2:10). The mes- 
senger of the Lord promises the 
joys of Christmas — Jesus 
Christ’s birth — to ALL PEOPLE, 
including the poor, the sick, 
the hungry, the elderly, the 
uneducated, the refugee, the 
prisoner, the unemployed, the orphaned, 
and the marginalized. But such people will 
not experience any Christmas joy unless we 
share that joy with them. And often it does 
not take much to bring some Christmas 
cheer into the lives of disadvantaged people: 
a gesture of compassion, a word of encour- 
agement, a Christmas card, an invitation to 
a family dinner, a sign of solidarity, an act 
of loving acceptance and understanding. 
And sometimes, as a pastor has said, “Being 
there ... that is all that’s needed ... a ministry 
of presence, just showing up at the right time 
to encourage, to lend a hand, to listen, to 
reassure.” Isn’t this what Jesus did for us 
when He was born on that first Christmas 
day? He was God, yet He laid aside His 
glory and became a human being in order 
to be with us and to assure us of God’s love, 
forgiveness, and care. That’s what Jesus did 
for us, and that’s what he wants us to do for 


others, so that the joy of His birth may be 
extended to all people. 

We have to realize that “all people” in- 
cludes not only all Armenians, but also Ar- 
abs, Americans, Mexicans, Rwandans, Jews, 
and, yes, even Turks and Azeris. “All 
people” especially includes those who have 
not heard the Good News. “All people” in- 
cludes those who may have heard the Good 
News but who have not responded to it; those 
who have not come to a new consciousness 
of God; those who have not committed their 
lives to God; those who have not received 
newness of life; those who have simply not 
acted on the Good News. But what is the 
Good News? This is the Good News in a nut- 
shell: “God so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life.” (John 
3:16). But, as the apostle says, how can people 
believe in Jesus Christ if they haven’t heard 
about him? How can they hear about him 
unless someone tells them? (Rom. 10:14). 

As people who have heard the Good News 
and responded to it, we Christians are en- 
joined to share the story of Jesus with “all 
people,” during Christmas and throughout 
the year. We are asked to preach the Good 
News about Jesus Christ and His love and 
saving grace, by word, by deed, and by our 
witness. When we do this, we will feel the 
joys of this holy season even more strongly 
in our hearts. And that will mean a blessed 
Christmas to us, and also to those to whom 
we reach out with the Good News about the 
coming of Jesus Christ, the Savior.) 
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The Miracle of Christmas 


by Paul H. Sherry 


L the first chapter of Matthew, the angel 
tells Joseph that the one who is to come 
shall be called Emmanuel, which means 
“God is with us.” These are the words we 
need to hear in these days of trouble. When 
the best we do is never enough, when hu- 
man misery so often overwhelms, when 
beauty is covered with ugliness, when in- 
nocents suffer, it is God’s presence in the 
babe of Bethlehem that sustains, renews and 
transforms. In Christ Jesus God is with us, 
thanks be to God. 
In the little book, Children’s Letters to God, 
a little boy named Seymour writes: “Dear 
God, how come you did all those miracles 
in the old days and don’t do any now?” 


The birth of Jesus was a miracle —a 
miracle of love and mercy ina world of pain. 
But, Seymour, God continues to do miracles. 
Christ is born this day as, together, we wit- 
ness to God’s presence among Us in acts of 
justice and mercy, forgiveness and healing, 
love and peace. 

The miracle of Christmas reignited our 
faith in the faithfulness of our god. In the 
same book, another boy, Jeff, writes to God: 
“Dear God, it is great the way you always 
get the stars in the right places.” 

In these days we are not always sure that 
is so. Christmas gives us a sure star to fol- 
low and, in that confident journey of faith, 
life is renewed. 


The miracle of Christmas provides hope 
that what is, need not continue to be. Mark 
writes to God: “I keep waiting for spring 
but it never come yet. Don’t forget.” 

Christmas reminds us that God does not 
forget. We live in hope that the beloved 
community that God desires for us all may 
yet come to pass. 

The miracle of Christmas reminds us that 
love is of God and that love is the final word. 
Nancy writes: “Dear God, do animals use 
you or is there somebody else for them?” 

Nancy, God’s love is for all creation and, 
in and through that love, our lives are re- 
newed and the creation is restored. 

The angel tells Joseph the good news and, 
even in these days, the angel tells us the 
good news. The One who has and is to come 
shall be called Emmanuel. “God is with 
us.” Thanks be fo God>Amen. 0 

(United Church News) 
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AMAA Concludes 80th Anniversary Celebrations 


with Memorable Events 


his year’s 80th anniversary 
celebrations of the Armenian Mission- 
ary Association of America (AMAA) were 
concluded with a series of memorable events 
held at the new headquarters of the Asso- 
ciation in Paramus, NJ. The four-day-long 
celebratory program, held in conjunction 
with the 79th annual meeting of the AMAA, 
began with a seminar for Armenian Evan- 
gelical pastors, church workers and lay lead- 
ers. The six-session seminar took place on 
October 15 and 16, 1998. The seminar’s 
theme was “Mission: Christ’s Vision.” The 
speaker-moderator was Rey. Gilbert 
Bilezikian, a past president of Haigazian 
University in Lebanon and currently a Pro- 
fessor of Religion at Wheaton College, IL. 
Rey. Bilezikian is also the founder and pas- 
tor of Willow Creek Community Church in 
Wheaton, IL, which has one of the fastest- 
growing congregations in the country. He 
is a popular lecturer, in the U.S. and over- 
seas, on church growth and church mission. 
The seminar, held at the AMAA’s new 
headquarters building, included lectures and 
panel discussions. Participants in the semi- 
nar found it informative, useful and inspir- 
ing. This year, in addition to representa- 
tives from churches in the U.S. and Canada, 
there was a large contingent of church pas- 
tors and lay leaders from overseas, includ- 
ing Armenia, Belgium, Bulgaria, France, 
Iran, Lebanon, Syria and Uruguay. 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETINGS 
The AMAA’s Board of Directors’ meet- 
ings were held on Thursday evening, Oc- 
tober 15, and Friday afternoon, October 16. 
president Andy Torigian chaired the meet- 
ings, which were attended by a large num- 
ber of elected and ex-officio Board mem- 
bers, as well as special guests from Arme- 
nian Evangelical churches in the United 
States and abroad. Reports were read by 
from the chairpersons of various commit- 
tees and from the representatives of the 
Association’s mission partners around the 
world. Highlights of the reports included 
those of Rev. Sergey Shahverdian of 
Tehran, Iran; Rev. Sarkis Paravazian of 
Sofia, Bulgaria; Rev. Dr. Obed Boyadjian 
of Montevideo, Uruguay; Rev. René 
Léonian and Mr. Harout Nercessian of 
Yerevan, Armenia; Rev. Serge Pachaian of 


80th Anniversary Celebrations‘ 
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Participants in the 79th Annual Meeting of the AMAA. 


Brussels, Belgium; Rev. Joel Mikaelian of 
Marseille, France; Rev. Dr. Vahan 
Tootikian, Moderator of AEUNA; Revs. 
Paul Haidostian and Megerdich 
Karagoezian of Beirut, Lebanon. A spe- 
cial executive session was held to consider 
and act upon the reports and recommenda- 
tions of a four-member AMAA team that 


had visited Beirut, Lebanon, in early Sep- 


tember to discuss the needs and financial 
problems of the Armenian Evangelical 
churches and institutions in the Near East 


ANNUAL MEETING BANQUET 

This year’s annual meeting banquet cel- 
ebrated 80 years of the AMAA’s mission 
and service ministry. The event took place 
on October 16, 1998, at the Hackensack Golf 
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Annual Meeting Banquet 
Annual Meeting 


growth of its budget and programs ... but 
focus at all times on developing, operating, 
funding and supporting such projects and 
activities that help plant and nurture faith 
communities.” 
3)The AMAA should come out of its tra- 

ditional Armenian parochialism and de- 
velop and support projects that serve the 
spiritual and physical needs of non-Arme- 
nians as well.” 
4)“The AMAA should focus more attention 
on, and make more investments in, its unit- 
ing role in the larger Armenian Evangeli- 
cal world family.’ 
5)“The AMAA should develop a special 
mission and service ministry to respond to 
the urgent needs of those Armenians who 
are living in Eastern Europe and in the 
former Soviet republics.” 

The evening’s program concluded in the 
traditional manner, with the singing of the 
“Hayr Mer” and with a benediction. The 
latter, appropriately, was given by Rev. Dr. 
Giragos H. Chopourian, Honorary Execu- 


With each speaker staying within his or her 

time limit, the entire program ended on 
schedule, offering those in attendance ample 
time for fellowship. 

Mission partners present at the banquet 
included representatives from Armenia, 
Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, France, 
Iran, Lebanon, Syria, Uruguay and, of 
course, the United States. Also present were 
three representatives from the United 
Church Board for World Ministries of the 
United Church of Christ: Rev. Dr. David 
Hirano, Dr. Barbara Daniel Kershner and Dr. 
Dale Bishop. The Mayor of Paramus, NJ, 
the Honorable Cliff Gennarelli, was also in 
attendance. 

AMAA President Andrew Torigian wel- 
comed the guests and introduced Mr. 
Vahram Aynilian, who served as master of 
ceremonies. The musical selections were 
presented by Ms. Anoushka Manougian, vo- 
calist, accompanied by Mr. Paul Nercessian 
on the piano. 


Mr. Vahram Aynilian, MC of the 80th Anniversary Banquet; Dr. Gilbert Bilezikian, the 


speaker of the Seminar on Mission; and Dr. Dale Bishop, the preacher at the 


Praise (above). A group of young AMAA members and friends from New Jersey at the 
80th Anniversary Banquet (Middle). The delegates of the Armenian Evangelical Churches 
of France with the President and Executive Director of The AMAA 


Club in Oradell, New Jersey. About 230 
guests enjoyed the banquet and the atten- 
dant ceremonies. 

The format for this year’s banquet dif- 
fered little from that for previous banquets. 


What was remarkable about this banquet was 
its punctuality. The evening’s program 
started at 7 p.m. sharmesrBanahe Ps sentation 
of the colors, vn ang the AE of the 20 
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countries in which fhe ,4Mh is active. 
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Service of 


Awards of recognition in the form of in- 
scribed plaques were presented to Mr. 
Armand Avakian, architect, for his tireless 
efforts in planning and supervising the pre- 
occupancy redesign and renovation of the 
interior of the AMAA’s new headquarters 
building, and to Albert Momjian, attorney, 
for his selfless service to the AMAA over 
several decades, including his terms as 
AMAA president. 

A video presenting the AMAA’s mission 
and service programs in Armenia was 
shown, and the Association’s Representa- 
tive and Deputy Representative in Arme- 
nia, Rev. René Léonian and Mr. Harout 
Nercessian, respectively, were introduced 
with appreciative comments about their 
excellent work in Armenia. 

The keynote address was delivered by 
Rev. Movses Janbazian, Executive Direc- 
tor of the AMAA. Rev. Janbazian pointed 
out that the AMAA “‘is not just a charitable 
organization. Nor is it just a philanthropic 
foundation. The AMAA is a Christian mis- 
sionary organization.” Looking to the fu- 
ture, Rev. Janbazian stressed the following 
five points: 

1)The AMAA should not limit itself to rais- 
ing and using money for missions programs, 
but “should also encourage and facilitate the 
exchange of short-term or long-term frater- 
nal workers between its mission partners in 
different parts of the world.” 
2)The AMAA should vigilantly avoid the 
temptation of being overly impressed by the 
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tive Director of the AMAA. 


ANNUAL MEETING 

The 79th Annual Meeting of the AMAA 
took place on Saturday, October 17, 1998, 
at the AMAA’s new headquarters building 
in Paramus, NJ. In attendance were 87 in- 
dividuals, representing Armenian Evangeli- 
cal churches worldwide, AMAA mission 
committees and AMAA affiliated organi- 
zations. There were representatives from 
France, Lebanon, Syria, Bulgaria, Belgium, 
Uruguay, Iran, Armenia and Canada, as 
well as the United States. 

Reports were presented by the officers of 
the Association, by committee chairpersons 
and by representatives of affiliated organi- 
zations. Collectively, the reports reflect an 
organization that is expanding its services 
to Armenian individuals, families and or- 
ganizations not only in the United States 
put also throughout the world and especially 
in Armenia. The following highlights, ex- 
tracted from the reports, show the scope of 
the Association’s activities: 

— The AMAA’s budget for the next fiscal 
year is $5,210,184. Of this amount, about 
20% is earmarked for relief and develop- 
ment projects in Armenia. 

— The AMAA has nearly 20,000 members 
and 1,000 life members. 

— The AMAA’: total income during the past 
year was about $6 million. About 10% of 
this was allocated for administration ex- 
penses and overhead, including technologi- 


Clockwise: current AMAA president, Mr. Andy Torigian, immediate past president. 
attorney Albert Momjian (center), and Honorary Executive Director, Rev. Dr. G. H. 
Chopourian. Mr. Robert Hekemian presenting certificate of appreciation pilég us ie 
architect Armand Avakian (left). Mrs. Joyce Stein flanked by the Hekemian ioe . 
Robert (left) and Samuel, Mr. George Philibosian addressing the guests at the oie 


tion of new headquarters of AMAA. 


cal upgrades. 

— A new regional organization was formed, 
the Armenian Evangelical Union of 
Eurasia, with Rev. René Léonian elected 
as its president. This Union includes Ar- 
menian Evangelical churches and fellow- 
ships in Armenia, Georgia, Russia and East- 
ern Europe. 

—The Union of Armenian Evangelical 
Churches in Armenia is comprised of 50 
churches and fellowships. 

— The AMAA’s representative in Armenia, 
Rev, René Léonian, is assisted by three ex- 
patriates (two from Canada, one from Leba- 


non) and a local staff of 20. Augmenting 
this cadre during the past year were 100 or 
more part-time volunteers. 

— The AMAA’s Orphan/Child Sponsorship 
Program in Armenia and Karabagh helps 
1,600 impoverished children and their fami- 
lies; this year’s Summer Camp Program in 
Armenia and Karabagh was attended by 
4,500 children; last year’s Christmas pro- 
grams reached about 15,000 children, 

- This year the AMAA’s Scholarship Com- 
mittee awarded $165,000 in financial grants 
to 142 students out of the 170 who applied 
— Haigazian University completed its move 
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Dedication of the New Headquarters 


back to its former campus in West Beirut, 
Lebanon, after extensive repair and renova- 
tion work on its war-damaged buildings. 
Last year there were 468 students (represent- 
ing 20 nationalities) attending Haigazian; 
of these, 57.5% were of Armenian descent. 
Haigazian’s major problem now is the lack 
of financial aid for the many qualified but 
poor Armenian students seeking admission. 

It should be pointed out that the AMAA’s 
mission and service programs provide help 
to all needy Armenians, irrespective of re- 
ligious or political affiliation. 


ANNUAL ELECTIONS 

Each year, shortly before its annual meet- 
ing, the AMAA elects one-third of its Board 
of Directors for three-year terms. This year, 
in mid-September, 4,687 ballots were 
mailed to active members and life members 
of the Association. A slate of 16 candidates 
was presented to the electorate, who could 
vote for up to eight candidates. 

The ballots were tallied by the Nominat- 
ing Committee on October 16 and the re- 
sults announced the following day, at the 
annual meeting, by the chairman of the 
Nominating Committee, Mr. Edward 
Janjigian. In addition to the top eight vote- 
getters, the Board of Directors appoints an 
additional candidate from the slate, bring- 
ing the “Class of 2001” to nine. The new 
Directors are: Ara Balian of Watertown, MA, 
Sales/Marketing Executive: Harry 
Balukjian of Bethesda, MD, Engineer; John 
Cherkezian of Englewood Cliffs, NJ, Presi- 
dent of Norex Int’l., Inc.; Arouss Darpinian 
of New Milford, NJ, Teacher (retired); 
Mardie Juskalian of Philadelphia, PA, Real 
Estate Appraiser and Broker (retired); 
Lawrence Kalfayan of Glendale, CA, Attor- 
ney; Jeanmarie Papelian of Salem, NH, At- 
torney; Alan Philibosian of Oradell, NJ, At- 
torney; Jack Sheen of Santa Barbara, CA, 
Surgeon. 

This year’s ballot included a proposal to 
offer 12 candidates, instead of 16, in future 
Board elections. The proposal was approved 
overwhelmingly. 

Following the annual meeting on Octo- 
ber 17", the new Board held its first meet- 
ing and elected its officers for the coming 
year. All of the current officers were re- 
elected to an additional one-year term: Presi- 
dent: Andrew Torigian; Vice Presidents: 

Robert Hekemian, Sr. and George Phillips, 
Esq.; Treasurer: Vahram Aynilian; Asst. 
Treasurer: Aram R. Minnetian; Recording 
Secretaries: Arouss Darpinian, Harry 
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Representatives of mission partners from different countries join in offering the prayer 


of dedication. 


Dulgarian and Joseph Zeronian. 

Elections were also held for a new Nomi- 
nating Committee, whose members serve 
two-year terms. Eight candidates are of- 
fered, four from the AMAA Board and four 
from AMAA-member churches, and two 
from each group are elected. The four 
electees this year were Edward Janjigian, 
George Phillips, Esq., George Philibosian 
and Rev. Ron Tovmassian. 


NEW AMAA HQ BUILDING 
DEDICATED 
As the programs and activities of the 
AMAA expanded during the past decade, 
the space limitations of its existing head- 
quarters building became increasingly re- 
strictive. Plans to expand the existing build- 
ing were studied, but were not considered 
to be cost-effective. Over a year ago the 
Association purchased a nearby building — 
about a mile away but still in Paramus — 
that was large enough to serve the AMAA’s 
current and anticipated needs. The two- 
story, 11,000 square-foot building required 
extensive internal redesign, renovation and 
refurbishing. The work was completed ear- 
lier this year, but the dedication of the build- 
ing was postponed until the week of the 
Association’s annual meeting. The new 
headquarters and its state-of-the-art facili- 
ties is a tribute to the dedicated efforts of 
Armand Avakian, volunteer Project Archi- 
tect, and the members of the Association’s 
Relocation Committee, George Philibosian 


(Chairman), Robert Hekemian, Samuel 
Hekemian, Edward Janjigian, Aram 
Minnetian, Albert Momjian, Alan 
Philibosian and Andrew Torigian. 

The dedication took place on Saturday, 
October 17, 1998, at 6 p.m. About 200 
people were present, including many of 
those who attended the AMAA’s annual 
meeting earlier that day. Several people 
spoke, including AMAA President Andrew 
Torigian, Honorary Executive Director Rev. 
Dr. G. H. Chopourian, and Relocation Com- 
mittee Chairman George Philibosian. Two 
town officials were also present and spoke: 
Paramus Mayor Cliff Gennarelli and Plan- 
ning Board Chairman Don Adler. Before 
leading the Litany of Dedication, AMAA 
Executive Director Rev. Movses Janbazian 
acknowledged with gratitude the contribu- 
tions of Mrs. Joyce Stein of the Stephen 
Philibosian Foundation, Mr. and Mrs. 
Samuel Hekemian, and Mr. and Mrs. Rob- 
ert Hekemian. Mrs. Stein and the 
Hekemians spoke about their parents’ de- 
votion to the AMAA, which in turn inspired 
them to work for and support the mission of 
the Association. In appreciation of their 
support, a plaque with the following inscrip- 
tion was unveiled at the entrance of the 
Board Room: “Donated by Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Hekemian, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel 
Hekemian, Jr., and The Stephen Philibosian 
Foundation. For the Glory of God and in 
Memory of Samuel and Elizabeth Hekemian 
and-Stephen Philibosian.” 


A key to the building was presented to 
Rey. Janbazian by Mr. George Philibosian. 
And a commemorative plaque was pre- 
sented to the AMAA by the Union of Ar- 
menian Evangelical Churches in the Near 
East in recognition of the Association’s ser- 
vices in the Middle East. 

The dedication ceremonies ended with 
prayers in several languages and the sing- 
ing of “Hayr Mer,” after which those present 
were invited to a buffet reception and an 
inspection tour of the building. 


SERVICE OF PRAISE 

The 80th anniversary Service of Praise 
took place at the Armenian Presbyterian 
Church of Paramus, NJ. The service was 
led by Rev. Ara Heghinian, pastor of the 
host church. Inspiring messages were 
given in English by Dr. Dale Bishop, and 
in Armenian by Rev. Megerdich Kara- 
goezian. The service included a moment 
of remembrance in memory of AMAA 
members who had made the transition from 
this life to life eternal during the past year. 
The service was also highlighted with a 
special ceremony of installation of the 
new officers and Board members of the 
Association. A high point of the service 


Service of Praise 


Installation of the new officers of the AMAA. 


was the sacrament of the Holy Commun- erations, fellowship and worship offered 
ion which was led by Rey. Dr. G. H. memorable opportunities to celebrate 80 
Chopourian and Rev. Movses B._ years of AMAA history and ministry, to 
Janbazian (past and current Executive praise God for His goodness and guidance, 
Directors, respectively), and served by and to be recommitted to the Association’s 


pastors representing different countries. 


mission of preaching the gospel in word 
The four busy days of meetings, delib- and deed.O 
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Thoughts about the Annual Meeting 


Editor's Note: The following letter was ad- 
dressed to Rev. Movses B. Janbazian, the 
Executive Director of the AMAA. 


I finally have a moment to share with you 
some thoughts about the annual meeting, 
which was magnificent. I only wish my 
schedule would have allowed me to attend 
some of the seminars, which Badveli 
Bakalian said were very stimulating. I hope 
someone was taking notes! 

For me, one of the highlights was your 
keynote speech, which people are still talk- 
ing about. Somehow you really managed 
to focus a clear light on the road ahead. In 
particular (although by no means exclu- 
sively), your remark about abandoning the 
"parochial Armenian attitude" in order to 
expand our vision to meet the physical and 
spiritual needs of all people, was coura- 
geous, timely, and (if you ask me) nearly 
breathtaking. And, so far as I could deter- 


mine, the remark really seemed to resonate 
with your audience. Could this be another 
step in seeing Armenia not as the first Chris- 
tian nation, but the "foremost Christian 
nation," as a friend of mine once suggested? 
[also found much to reflect upon in your 
discussion about how to measure the suc- 
cess of the AMAA. So many organizations 
become victims of their own success -- I've 
seen it happen -- and one of the steps along 
that sad road is mistaking a growing bud- 
get for a growing mission. | think it's won- 
derful that the AMAA is growing in finan- 
cial terms (thanks entirely to Al Moomjian's 
stewardship over the endowment, as he 
noted!), but even more difficult than rais- 
ing funds is gaining a sense of whether we 
are movitig ahead, or just treading water, 
or becoming self-congratulatory and com- 
placent. This, I think, was another of the 
great themes of your speech. 
If I had to pick another highlight of the 


weekend, it would be that wonderful mo- 
ment when the director of the social ser- 
vices center from California presented you 
with the check for $3,000, the result of $2 
contributions from the needy people they 
serve. That was amazing, for many rea- 
sons; the one which struck me most pro- 
foundly was the sense that real mission work 
does not divide the faithful into the "giy- 
ers" and the "receivers." We all receive 
God's love, which none of us earns. The 
best we can ever do is share that charity 
with others. So even the simple gesture of 
asking the needy to give $2 to the AMAA 
turns out not to be simply symbolic, but (it 
turns out) a real contribution to the work of 
God's church. 

My thanks to you and the AMAA staff 
for putting together such an invigorating, 
and restorative weekend. ~ 

Peter Kougasian, Esq. 
Pelham, NY 
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Haigazian University Restructures its Board 


he new Board of Trustees for 

HaigazianUniversity (HU) held its first 
organizational meeting, on October 17, 
1998, at the AMAA headquarters in 
Paramus, New Jersey. The meeting was sig- 
nificant in that it saw the birth of a single 
Board of Trustees made up of representa- 
tives from both the Middle East and the 
United States. Since its founding in 1955, 
Haigazian University had been governed by 
a Board of Trustees based in Los Angeles, 
CA, and a Board of Managers based in 
Beirut, Lebanon. While such an arrange- 
ment had worked well, especially during the 
years of the civil war in Lebanon, restruc- 
turing the governing body of the Univer- 
sity was deeried necessary in order to re- 
spond to the demands of the growing edu- 
cational institution. The Board, now inter- 
national in scope, is appointed by the 
AMAA and UAECNE, the founding and 
sponsoring organizations of HU. 

The composition of the new Board of 
Trustees is as follows: H. Steven Aharonian, 
M.D. (CA); Professor Sossy Balian ( Leba- 
non); Rev. Camegie S. Calian, D. Theo., 
Ph.D. (PA); Rev. Peter Doghramji, Ph.D., 
D.D. (PA); Mr. Nabil Ekmekji (Lebanon); 
Rev. Paul Haidostian, Ph.D. ( Lebanon); 
Mr. Robert Hekemian (NJ); Mr. Samuel 
Hekemian (NJ); H. Philip Hovanian, Ph.D., 
P.E. (NY); Rev. Movses B. Janbazian, Ex- 
ecutive Director, AMAA (NJ); Mr. Hrair 
Jebejian (Lebanon); Rev. Megerdich 
Karagoezian, President, UAECNE (Leba- 
non); Dr, Suzan Kassab (Lebanon); Pro- 
fessor J. B. M. Kassarjian (MA); Rev. John 
Khanjian, Ph.D., President, Haigazian Uni- 
versity (Lebanon); Albert Momjian, Esq. 
(PA); Mr, Herair Mouradian (CA); Robert 
H. Philibosian, Esq. (CA); George Phillips, 
Esq. (CA); Rev. Robert Sarkissian (Leba- 
non); Mrs. Joyce Stein, Chairperson: 
Stephen Philibosian Foundation (CA); Mr. 

Andrew Torigian, President, AMAA (NJ); 
and Joseph P. Zeronian, Ed.D. (CA). 

As the meeting began, Rev. Movses B. 
Janbazian, Executive Director of the 
AMAA, acknowledged the meritorious 
leadership which Dr. Rendel Levonian, 
former Chairman of the Board of Trustees, 
and Rev. Robert Sarkissian, former Chair- 
man of the Board of Managers, had pro- 
vided Aucine their many vears of service. 


He mentioned that the appoint- 
ment of a single board of Trust- 
ees is yet another phase in the 
remarkable progress of 
Haigazian University, which is 
the only Armenian institution 
of higher learning outside Ar- 
menia. Then, Rev. Dr. Paul 
Haidostian recognized that 
many new opportunities would 
arise with the establishment of 
the new Board and that these 
opportunities would have their 
correlative challenges. The 
most immediate of these chal- 
lenges were presented to the 


Board in detail by Dr. John The participants in formative meeting of the new Board 
Khanjian, President of Haigazian gf Trustees of HU (above). Revs. Movses B. Janbazian 


University. Dr. Khanjian pointed (;jght) and 


Hovhannes Karjian signing on behalf of 


out that the University is seek- 474A and UAECNE, respectively, the new bylaws of 
ing incorporation in the United tye Board of Trustees of HU while Rev. Dr. Paul 
States as a non-profit institu- pYaidostian witnesses the historic event. 


tion, accreditation with Ameri- 
can universities and an increase in endow- 
ments. Representing the Stephen 
Philibosian Foundation was Mrs. Joyce 
Philibosian Stein, who pledged enduring 
support for Haigazian, the institution which 
had meant so much to her father, the late 
AMAA benefactor, Stephen Philibosian. 
In the course of the meeting, AMAA so- 
licitor Mr. Albert Momjian presented the 
new bylaws of HU Board of Trustees, which 
reflected both continuity and change. The 


Board elected its officers as follows: Chair- 
man: Albert Momjian, Esq.; Vice Chairman: 
Rev. Robert Sarkissian; Treasurer: Mr. Nabil 
Ekmekji; Assistant Treasurer: Mr. Robert 
Hekemian, Sr.; Secretary: Rev. Dr. Peter 
Dogramji; Recording Secretary: Ms. Susan 
Kassab. 

The next meeting of the Board of Trust- 
ees, scheduled for July 8, 1999, will be held 
at the newly renovated campus of Haigazian 
University-in West Beirut, Lebanon. 0 


Mission Field Trips 


AMAA Team Visits Near East 


| Ox September, a four-member team, 
representing the Near East Committee of 
the Armenian Missionary Association of 
America (AMAA), visited Beirut, Lebanon, to 
confer with the leadership of the Union of the 
Armenian Evangelical Churches in the Near 
East (UAECNE). The AMAA’s Near East Com 
mittee, co-chaired by Dr. H. Philip Hovnanian 
and Mr. Edward Janjigian, was appointed in 
early 1998 to review the issues and problems 
affecting the life and witness of the Armenian 
Evangelical communities in Syria and Leba- 
non, and to recommend appropriate solutions 
for the consideration and action of the Board of 
Directors. The AMAA team included the fol- 
lowing: Mr. Andrew Torigian, President of the 
Association; Mr. Edward Janjigian, Board 
member and co-chairman of Near East Commit- 
tee; Mr. Louis Kurkjian, Board member; and 
Rev. Movses B. Janbazian, Executive Director. 
The AMAA representatives held extensive 
Conferences with the Central Committee of 
UAECNE. They also met with the clergy and 
lay leaders of the local Armenian Evangelical 
Community, including Rev: Megerdich 
Karagoezian (the newly elected president © 
UAECNE), Rev. Hovhannes Karjian Cone 
President), Rev. Dr, Paul Haidostian (Chairman 
of Central Committee), Mr. Hrayt Jebeian 
(former treasurer); Deputy Apraham Deen 
ee Evangelical member of the Lebanese oi 
tape: Dr. Yervant Kassouny (editor 
fee publications), and on JenuRER 
Janba Owing the team’s work ine a 5 cata 
| lan and Mr. Torigian visited Ist? i 
ee ©Y, and Sofia, Bulgaria, to confer oe al 
&tship of the local Armenian Evang® re 
Cc Unches. There are only two Armenian Evan- 
Selical Churches in Istanbul — on in Pera (os 
bani of al Armenian Evangelical 
lh and another in Gedik Basted ye 
tive aes Armenian Evangelical all cai 
Nian " Bulgaria — one in each of the wa) 
lovdig munities of Sofia (the Ree 
Ase Varna and Russe. There area SO iae 
and oe Evangelical Fellowships ™ 
10umen. fan 
Pon their return, the AMAA representatlve® 


Present : dations 

ed their r rts and recommends \ ; é 

to the Board Lee. a ares passed appro- ._ Archbishop Mesrob Moutafian, now the Armenian Patriarch of 
: ard of Directors, pass ° : 


He n _ Mr. Andy Torigian > Toph 
Priate resolution aiming at the enhancement 0 Constantinople (Istanbul) i i fs He Mr, Hovhannes Torkomoglu. (3rd 
d 4 ; (* h Pay j 2 ay > va elope 7 ° 
the effectiveness of the witness and service Of , Torigian with the pastors and church workers of the Armenian Evan- 
eSs e W Se \. e “4 . oF 
the Atmenian Evangelical communities of spurches in Bulgaria. 
a c c 


ytia, Lebanon, Turkey and Bulgaria.O 


AMAA representative with Deputy Apraham Dedeyan, member of the 


4 picture ; i , ae 
om am Parliament (2nd picture) From Left Mr, Krikor Agabaloglu, Rev. Movses 
Lebane: “98 
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Orphan/Child Care 


Orphan Care Committee 
Raises $30,000 in Boston 


or the past 10 years and ever since the 

devastating earthquake in Armenia, the Orphan/Child Care 
Fund of the Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA) 
has played a vital role in caring for the orphaned and needy chil- 
dren in Armenia. Thousands of children and their families have 
benefited both physically and spiritually. 

Annually, 1600 children and their families are under the direct 
care of AMAA’s Orphan/Child Care Fund through its Child Spon- 
sorship Program. Sponsors from the US and elsewhere support 
these families with their contributions. $240.00 supports one 
child and his or her family for a period of one year. 

The AMAA Orphan/Child Care Fund also provides direct help 
e schools, orphanages, day care centers, clinics and hospitals. It 
a summer camps for children in Armenia and 

Children in Armenia depend on the Orphan/Child Care Fund 
which in its turn depends upon the support of caring people. 
p ete the Boston group of the Fund organized a successful 

undraiser at the Oakley Country Club in Watertown, MA, in 
Support of the needy children. This was the Fourth Annual Luis 
wa Fashion Show which was held on October 7, 
baie talented and dedicated hostesses decorated the tables 
iterpieces, These beautiful pieces were silent-auctioned 
along with the live auction of twelve items which were all sold, 
thanks to the talents of celebrity guest Mike Wankum of Channel 
WBS6, WLVI TV in Boston. 
yas children participated in the Fashion Show, as they 
e runway in high fashion clothing from Gymboree Stores, 
which generously provided the outfits for the show. 
ae Dikran Youmshakian, the Office Manager of the Armenian 
issionary Association of America, participated in the program 
with the presentation of a detailed report on the activities of the 
AMAA Orphan/Child Care Fund in Armenia and Karabagh. He 
thanked the participants for their overwhelming support. 


This exciting fundraiser was made possible through the hard 


Two beautiful children participating in the fashion show (above). 
Two of the many hardworking members of the AMAA's Orphan/ 
Child Care Committee in Boston, MA. 


work and loving labors of the volunteer members of the AMAA 


Orphan/Child Care Fund of Boston — Rosemary Atamian, Joanne 


a a 4 


Yes, I would like to invest in the Armenian children’s 
future to guarantee the survival of our homeland. 


Enclosed is my contribution of $ to the 


Armenian Orphan/Child Care Fund of the AMAA. 


Name 


Address 


(Make tax deductible donations to AMAA Orphan/Child Care 
Fund, 31 West Century Rd., Paramus, NJ 07652) 
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DeAngelis, Nancy Eskandarian, Joyce Janjigian, Jennifer Mugar 
Flaherty, Sheila Palandjian, Michele Simourian and Jacqueline 
| Stepanian. Thanks to their efforts the significant amount of $30,000 
| net was raised. All expenses - food, fashion show, centerpieces and 
auctioned items were donated. 

| The AMAA Orphan/Child Care Fund is a worthy investment 
| jn the future of Armenia. Many of the orphans once cared for 
| have grown up now to become healthy individuals thanks to 
| the support of caring people. Unfortunately there are still hun- 
| dreds of needy children in Armenia and Karabagh who depend 
; on assistance from abroad to survive these difficult times. Let 
us invest in their future to guarantee the survival of our home- 
| land. 

| Those who would like to support AMAA’s Orphan/Child Care 
| projects in Armenia can do so by-completing and returning the 
| coupon on this page to the AMAA Orphan/Child Care Fund, 31 W. 
3 Century Road, Paramus, NJ 07652.0 


FAPC HONORS 


The members of the First Armenian Pres- 
byterian Church of Fresno culminated their 
100th Anniversary observances with a har- 
vest Banquet and tribute to Reverend Ber- 
nard Guekguezian on October 113}, 1998. 

The banquet honored Rev. Guekguezian, 
who has literally lived and ministered 
around the globe. A native of Antioch, Tur- 
Key, Reverend Guekguezian emigrated to 
Lebanon in 1939 and completed a combined 
“outse of study at the American University 
of Beirut and Near East School of Theol- 
sy in 1952. He served in Alexandria, 
Egypt, and then came to the United States: 
He studied at Fuller Theological Semin? 
and then earned a Master of Arts degree in 
Christian Education from New York Theo- 
cae Seminary. Since his ordination i 
pa > Rev. Guekguezian has served as oe 

rae of the Armenian Congresaten® 
ee of the Martyrs’ in Worcester, MA; 

Armenian Presbyterian Church 0 
itn us, NJ; and the First Armenian a 
two ae Church (FAPC) of Fresno. ae - 
Mark ecades of service at FAPC. have t : zi 
ie ae by an outreach to native Cali a 
Mid a to Armenian immigrants ae , 
Gren East and Armenia. oh 
in ‘Suezian has officiated at 163 Se 
er 212 baptisms, and more than ae 
Es during his Fresno ministry: a ae 
1 to pastoral duties, he has served as 

Oderator of the Armenian Evangelical 
iat of North America, Vice-President of 

© Armenian Evangelical Worl 
aac President of the Armenian 
4 Students’ Aid, Inc., and mem 
Presbytery of San Joaquin New Chure 
velopment Committee. 


d Council, 
Theologi- 
ber of the 
h De- 


REV. BERNARD GUEKGUEZIAN 


INSTALLATION OF REV. KUPEYAN AS PASTOR 


OF FIRST ARMENIAN CHURCH OF BELMONT, 


The installation of 
Rev. Mihran G. 
Kupeyan as the pastor 
of the First Armenian 
Church of Belmont, 
MA, was held on 
Sunday, November 
15, 1998. The instal- 
lation service was led 
by Rev. Karl V. 
Avakian, minister to 
the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Union of 
North America 
(AEUNA) and Rev. 
Charles Harper. Area 


Minister of Metro- ; 
politan Boston Association of United 


Church of Christ. Other participants in the 
service included the Rev. Movses B. 
Janbazian, Executive Director of Armenian 
Missionary Association of America, who 
gave the charge to the minister, and Rey. 
Dr. John Mokkosian, who delivered the 
charge to the congregation. Greetings Were 
shared by Mr. William Carter, the Chair- 
Belmont Religious Council; Rev. 


j idi Arme- 
ad Davidian of the St. James 
aay lic church; Rev. Fr. Raphael 


f the Armenian Catholic 
Hagopian; Rev. 

ch; Rev. Fr, Torkom 
Saye cate Baljian of St. Stephen’s Ar- 
nes Apsotolic Church; and the modera- 


Andonian 0 


OLIC AND 
STIC PROGRAM 


lifornia Armenian Apos- 


: lical Churches joined to- 
Bes ot Seal spiritual program called 
ae saacun (Armenian Awakening). 
ae m was held at the Calvary Ar- 
Thee nal Church (CACC) of 


The Northern Ca 


on rregatio + P : 
menian es. A, Participating 1n the 
San Fran fe Rev. Fr. Yeghia Hairabedian 


, W 5 
program” H . Armenian Apostolic 
acramento, Rey. Fr. Sarkis 


0 i E 
1 of Saint John Armenian Apostolic 
Pe of San Francisco; the choir of the 
Chure® ‘an School, under the Di- 


a jan-Zakari 
Krouzian” ra Sarkis Panosian; Rev. James 


of F ? 
; f the Bethel Armenian Evangeli- 
of San Francisco; Ms. Ani 
Mrs. Armine Adrouny 


solo) and 
(solo) y Worship Team with 


n 
pose The Calvar 


(piano): 


MA 


tor of the First Armenian Church (FAC), Mr. 
Richard Kazanjian. 

Among those attending the service were 
Rev. Kupeyan’s parents, as well as two sis- 
ters, Maggie and Betty who had come from 
Montreal, Canada. Following the service, 
Rey. Mihran and Mrs. Annie Kupeyan were 
honored with an elegant reception prepared 
by the ladies of the Church. Prior to their 
acceptance of the FAC’s call last Spring, the 
Kupeyans served the Armenian Cilicia Con- 
gregational Church of Pasadena, CA. The 
Kupeyans have three children: Joel, a fresh- 
man at Military Academy in Vermont; and 
Samuel and Aline, 3rd and Sth graders at the 
Elementary School in Tewksbury, MA. 


EVANGELICAL CHURCHES HOLD JOINT 


the participation of Rev. Nerses 
Balabanian; Rev. Stephen Muncherian, 
pastor of the host church; and Rev. Berd 
Djambazian, who was the guest evangelist 
of the evening. The purpose of the joint 
program was to help all the Armenian 
Christian Churches be rejuvenated by God’s 
presence for a deeper Christian commit- 
ment. Mr. Setrag Khoshafian had the fol- 
lowing comment on the program: "For the 
first time Armenian Churches Apostolic and 
Evangelical came together to organize an 
event which clearly targeted spiritual swale 
ening in our Armenian communities 
Many raised their hands when Rev. 
Djambazian made the call for commitment. 
Many expressed how the evening had 
blessed them individually." ss 
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CAHL in Focus 


CAHL: Center for Armenian Handicapped in Lebanon 


(An AMAA-Supported Institution of Christian Service) 


[ is said that a community — or a nation — 
may be judged by the way it treats its 
weakest members. It would follow, then, 
that the more Christian a community is — 
or claims to be — the more attentive it should 
be to the well-being of its less fortunate 
members — the handicapped, the incapaci- 
tated, the retarded, the elderly, the destitute. 
Most of us don’t have to be told who said, 
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of 
the least of these my brethren ye have done 
it unto me.” (Matthew 25:40) 

In the United States and other developed 
countries there is a variety of social services 
— some government run, others privately 
operated — that look after the welfare of the 
old, weak and handicapped. In the Middle 
East, however, there is less than adequate 
government response to these problems. 

CAHL is an acronym for “Center for 
Armenian Handicapped in Lebanon.” This 
Center, owned by Armenian Evangelicals, 
and operated jointly by Armenian Evangeli- 
cal and Apostolic churches, serves the en- 
tire Armenian community in Lebanon, ir- 
respective of religious or political affilia- 
tion. CAHL’s services include a school and 

workshop for the blind, deaf and slow learn- 
ers; an old-age home; and a resource offer- 
ing meals and other help to non-resident 
elderly and poor people. 
The roots of CAHL go back to 1915, to 
the massacres unleashed by the Turks 
against defenseless Armenian men, women 
and children. Present in Turkey at the time 
were a number of Protestant missionaries 
operating schools and hospitals in Arme- 
nian communities. As Turkish savagery 
depopulated these communities, the mis- 
sionaries did what they could, under diffi- 
cult and dangerous conditions, to save the 
lives of Armenian children in their com- 
munities. These children, now orphaned, 
numbered in the thousands. They were pro- 
tected, cared for and, as conditions permit- 
ted, moved to safer areas in Syria and Leba- 
non. 

One missionary couple who devoted their 
adult lifetimes to caring for these young vic- 
tims of “brutality, pestilence and war” were 
Dr. Jacob Kuenzler and his wife Elizabeth, 
Dr. Kuenzler first went to Turkey in 1895 
as a medical missionary from Switzerland, 
in time to witness the general massacre in- 
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A volunteer helpin 


- 


a resident of CAHL's Old Age Home (above). Students on CAHL's 


ial E. i F ni Y uF ont by planting. 
Special Education Program learning how to save the environment by p g. 


stigated by the Turkish Sultan that year 
against the Armenian population. 

Dr. Kuenzler’s daughter, Ida, later de- 
scribed her parents as follows: 

“Jacob Kuenzler joined a German mission 
at Urfa in Turkey in the closing years of the 
last century. He was to serve the Armenian 
community in Turkey for twenty-five years 
during the appalling days of massacre and 


revolt. His marriage to Elizabeth in 1905 
had brought an ideal life-partner and to- 
gether they faced the dangers and hardships 
of this terrible time. 

“In the early 1920’s Papa and Mama 
Kuenzler began work for the Near East 
Relief Organization when their abiding 
achievement was-in-evacuating thousands 
of Armenian orphans from Turkey to the 


security of Lebanon. Here they were in 
charge of an orphanage in the beautiful vil- 
lage of Ghazir. Not only did the orphans 


find the love and care they so desperately C 


needed but they were taught useful trades 
and prepared for their future life. 

“In a further great phase of their careers 
Papa and Mama Kuenzler in the 1930's 
transformed the lives of refugees in Beirut 
by setting up pioneer houses and homes for 
widows. Once again they taught these un- 
fortunate people self-reliance and brought 
them dignity and hope.” 

By 1922 the number of Armenian orphans 
who had been brought to Aleppo, Sy"@, 
exceeded the resources of the local orphan- 
age. The Near East Relief Organization 
decided to send 120 blind orphans to an or 
Phanage in Jerusalem that maintained a 
Section for blind children. The group 80! 
as far as Lebanon but was unable to reach 
its destination because the British author- 
ties in Palestine refused to admit them with- 
Out payment of a large fee per child. This 
impasse lasted for several months, as the 

lind orphans in Lebanon waited in squalid 
makeshift quarters. Dr. Kuenzler at this 
time was in charge of a girls’ orphanage 1” 
Lebanon. When he heard about the blin 
Orphans he arranged to have them becuse 
‘o his orphanage, where he and his W! c 
Made room for them and provided the love 
and care that nurtured the children phys!- 
Cally and spiritually. 


Karaboyadjian — the present director — took 
charge of the Center. 
Over the years the services provided by 
‘AHL have gradually changed, in step with 
the changing needs of the Armenian com- 
munity in Lebanon. CAHL’s largest and 
most active division is the old age home. 
The Center currently cares for 140 elderly 
women and men, about half of whom are in 
the home’s hospital wing and require regu- 
lar medical attention. The elderly are pro- 
vided with shelter, meals and, when neces- 
sary, nursing and medical care. The 
Center’s Home for the Blind currently 
housés a dozen aati ee of them blind 
ally disturbed _ 
ane ene taea! are offered for children 
people who are blind, deaf or 
r two years now, there ae 
‘4d students and only four dea 
cee eae vat of the 52 students fall 
ae the “slow learner” category. era 
ated with the school is the Center's work- 
Here, young people learn carpentry 
ee icker work. Once they acquire suffi- 
cum i les they produce chairs, brooms, 
sets and similar items that are sold in 
ce. 
the se ate hoe provides help to about 
ton esidet individuals and families 
7 are desperately poor. This help is in 
Ney of meals, laundry service, bathing 
i Ni and basic medical screening. Since 
ian ces of the Center are limited, ef- 
as, Aeteae to register these people with 
S 


and young 
slow learners. Fo 


CAAL in Focus 


Mr. Kevork Karaboyadjian, Director of 
CAHL. 


more intensive attention. For handicapped 
young people, the Center offers an oppor- 
tunity to escape a miserable and lonely ex- 
istence on the margins of society by teach- 
ing them skills that can help make them 
productive and even self-supporting mem- 
bers of society. For the elderly the Center 
offers an opportunity to live out their lives 
in relative comfort and dignity. 

The fact that this Center survived the pro- 
longed civil war in Lebanon and continues 
its ministry today in a time of runaway in- 
flation and high unemployment should be 


i fo parental = a source of pride for Armenian Evangelicals 
te og wages, isin other sooia CAG requires a large and worthy of their support. The Arme- 
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Bie Visser, was See orphans. He A Gea te the handicapped requires a nian Missionary Association of America 
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te wife, Alice, ran this one moved ot of ier elderly residents have to be grants each year. Those who wish to help 
ars. In 1946 the orphanag irutand, “The Cente one cared for; those among CAA NRTREP Tae adioniray serene 
te e Bourj Hammoud sector of ie Blind”, fed and othe sick — many terminally ill old tax-deductible donations to the AMAA, ear- 
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Ute, | es, wo | 
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tl 'n 1964 the Institute was handed ge | Handicapped “: : 
aN i i mmunity- 
Menian Evangelical co l : aennrede-aaotnat OFS ! 
ace an old age home had been secsie | Enclosed is MY che | 
© Institute. j i its present na 
4 te, it was given Its p 
Teflect its then current scope. In oy eee : 
Clix Zeigler was appointed as ae | 
“8er Of the Center. During the 14 see ee ee : 
and his wife Hannah ran the Center, han ¢ | | 
ra Classes were expanded and al, | | 
building for the elderly was begun. v =i | | 
the Ze; glers retired in 1982, the eae | (Make tax deductible donations to AMAA, earmarked to CAHL) : 
Sory duties were assigned to Mr. S! 
i % ge eee 
Bizdikian, who became the Center's fir a= duit 


Armenian director. In 1988 Mr. Kevor 
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JIRATR SARIAN 
Jirair Sari by Norair 
arian was called home to be W 
aeace August 11, 1998. He had a ca 
arrest, but could not be revived. wae 
The was born on August 16,1915: infan 
and a He was the firstborn of Pasto! e a 
0d’s ‘ea Nouritza Sarian. During ils 
and hi acnlous intervention, Pastor cee 
occasig family were spared on inninee \ 
foray, from certain death at the han ; 

Masgaan Lurks during the deportations @ 
of the Armenians. In 1923, Pastor 
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ived a pastoral call to Move to Da 
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N. Sarian, MD. 
ith the 
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Purs is the American University of Beirut in 
Suit of higher education and medicine. 


ae the start of WWII, the Lord led yo. 
ee Switzerland, where he obraie ; 

al degree in 1940 at the University © 
ausanne and specialized in Radiology: Jirair 
a Tesearch on the effects of radiation 0" live 
Ng organisms and published a number of al- 


ary educa- 
angeli- 


ticles. During the same period, he studied 
at the Emmaus Bible Institute of Lausanne, 
where he was ordained to preach. Jirair re- 
turned to Damascus in 1947 to see his father, 
brother and three sisters and to visit his 
mother’s grave (she had died in 1944 while 
he was away). For a short period of time, he 
also offered medical and spiritual ministry to 
the Armenian community. 

In 1948, Jirair followed the Lord’s leading 
to America. He continued his research on the 
effects of radiation at the University of Kan- 
sas. He also did Biblical studies at the 
Nazarene Theological Seminary 1n Kansas and 

r’s Degree in Divinity 


received his Bachelo 's I n 
(B.D.). Subsequently, Jirair moved to Califor- 
sit interned as a Doctor at U.C. Berkeley, oc- 


casionally preaching the Word in-yarious Ar- 
menian Evangelical Churches in the Bay and 
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qa met Jessie Maghakian 1n 1949. They 
d the following year and moved to 
here they lived and ministered 
d medicine for 50 years. 
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Jirair was passiona 
his family his love for truth, for God's Word, 
a for service. His children, Norita, June 
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(BMC) -Member, 
Teacher; U.C.L.A. 
Medical Center and 
Union Rescue Mis- 
sion —Staff; and 
teaching and 
preaching in vari- 
ous churches, jails, 
and men’s groups. by 

The funeral ser- - 
vices were held on Saturday, August 
15.1998, at Fairview Heights Baptist 
Church in Inglewood. Interment was at 
Inglewood Park Cemetery, by the side of 
our father, Rev. Nerses Sarian, who died in 
1964. 
My sisters, Mary, Stella and Suzie, and I shall 
sorely miss our brother, who stood in our midst 
as a rock of faith, a lighthouse of hope, and a 
wellspring of love. We do grieve, but we are 
also joyful in the Lord in that we are not as 
those without hope (1 Thess. 4:13-18). 
“Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord...that they may rest from their labor; 
and their works follow them" (Rev. 14:13). 


ODE TO JIRAIR N. SARIAN 
by George R. Phillips, Sr. 

He is gone 

We felt it coming all along 

And now it’s a reality, 

Oh, the fragile state of our humanity 

Here for only a moment it seems 

Our life torn apart at the seams. 


Then a vision comes of things to be 
Now a dream, but then to see 

I see him smiling and aglow 

It seems somehow to soften the blow 
Our grief, it’s there 

Sometimes, hard to bear. 


Now he’s through the veil, and sees so 
clearly 

His faith vindicated, which he held so dearly 
His shining face appears again, reflecting 
God’s glory 

A daily reminder of the reality of Jesus’ gos- 
pel story. 


What does it all mean to us, who are left 
behind 

Do we sit and lament after such a find 

No, we must pick up the banner and go 

Telling others before it’s too late to sow 

The words of eternal life, boldly to thrust 

In God we must earnestly trust 

Spreading God’s love, by word and deed 

True joy ensues indeed. 


Until again we see his smiling face, 
Alongside God — then by grace — face to 
face! 
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ACTS OF FAITH AND DEEDS OF LOVE 


* Does your will reflect God’s will? 

* Does your will provide for your family? 
Does your will express your com- 
mitment to mission? Is it a state- ment 
of your stewardship? An expression of 
your gratitude to God and other 
persons? 


We are gifted. Life and all that sustains 
it, physically and spiritually, are gifts. Per- 


The Armenian Missionary As- 
sociation of America (AMAA) is 
offering the following brochures 
to its members and friends as a 
ministry of service. 


O The State Has Made Your Will 
O What Difference Does a Will 
Make? 
O You Never Need to Change 
Your 
Will Unless... 
© 11 Things to Remember 
© How to make a Will That 
Works 
© Giving Through Your Will 
Your Guide to Effective Giv- 
ing 
D Giving Through Retirement 
Plans 
Giving Through Life Insurance 
0 Giving Through Gift Annuities 
a dng Through Life Income 
ans 


sons who support and love are gifts to cach 
other. The opportunity and ability to ac- 
quire possessions and wealth is a gift. 


God is the giver! Because God gives, we 
give! 


The Biblical message is clear: 

* “It is God who gives you power to get 
wealth,” Deuteronomy 8:18. 

“To whom much is given, of that person 
much will be required.” Luke 12:48 


“Faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.” 
James 2:17 


All significant giving is intentional and 
planned. It reflects our commitment and 
faith, It represents choices and decisions. 
ltoften means giving up one option or pos- 
session for another 


Deeds of love witness to faith, Everyone 
wants to make a difference — To make 
life better for family, community, and 
world. The way money is used is one 
means of achieving personal and faith 
goals. The economics textbooks describe 
conspicuous consumption as the use of 
money to impress neighbors and friends. 
Inconspicuous giving is the use of money 
to express our deepest beliefs and hopes, 
even our gratitude to God. 


The stewardship of accumulated assets is 
as important as the stewardship of income. 
Most persons are not fully aware of the 


Armenian Missionary Association of America 


31 West Century Road 
Paramus, NJ 07652 


extent of their accumulated possessions. 
Some are hidden or unrealized in pension 
funds, appreciated real estate, or stocks 
and life insurance. In fact, it is possible 
today to have an extensive estate without 
ever having had the sense of real wealth. 


What can be done to translate acts of 

faith into deeds of love? 

* Faithfully give a percentage of your 
income, at least 10%, to church, 
missionary organizations and other 
institutions that make a difference. 


Carefully review the extent of ac- 
cumulated assets. Determine to 
bequeath in your will part of your assets 
to Armenian Missionary Association of 
America, Inc. 


Make certain your will is current and 
reflects your stewardship com-mitment. 


In Preparing your will, your attorney 
should be consulted. If you are consider- 
ing a bequest to the Amnenian Mission- 
ary Association of America (AMAA), you 
may wish to convey your intentions, in 
strict confidence, by writing or telephon- 
ing to the Association’s Executive Di- 
rector, Rev. Movses B. Janbazian. 
Armenian Missionary Association 
of America 
31 West Century Road 
Paramus, NJ 07652 
Tel. (201) 265-2607 
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